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"From Faberge to the Fab 5: Symbols of Contemporary

Western Queer Culture" is a digital research zine exploring

“_-the estabhshed culture surroundrng by LGBTQ+ 1dent1t1es 1n '

the 21st century.

Takrng a glanee into cultural phenomena from inside music,

_art, history, Netflix and TikTok, the zine features four short

research essays paired with an eclectic collage of queer

iconography and symbols.
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WE'RE HERE, WERE QUEER,
WE'RE IN THE MODERN SPHERE
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~ Queer Symbols in
- LGBT+ Youth

The use of coded language to express
one’s identity plays a major role
throughout gay history. Some codes,
dubbed ‘Lavender Languages’ have
surfaced for the sake of secrecy and
safety, incorporating both visual and oral
symbols. Take for example the
vernacular Polari, used to discreetly
express queerness during the
criminalization ~ of homosexuality in
Britain circa 1960 (11). These days, a
similar (though  less elaborate)
phenomenon has come up in queer youth
of today. And where better to foster the
development of culture than within

Generation Z’s social stomping grounds;
TikTok.
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The Acceleratlon

e into Mainstr

Cultur

On March 22nd, 2018, the first episode of the tenth
season - of ‘the' drag competition reality - series
RuPaul’s Drag Race aired globally. Following the
episode’s elimination of contestant Vanessa Vanjie
Mateo, the queen made an impressionable  exit:
stating ‘her own hame in a sing-song tone three
times.:“Miss Vanjie, Miss Vanjie, Miss Vanjie...”’
(18). The clip went viral, spreading throughout the
internet, eventually becommg recogmzable [0)%

: . viewersall over the web S

Vanjie became the subject of thousands of memes, as
the catchphrase “Miss Vanjie” exploded into the
mainstream. Even Broadway star Andrew Garfield
was a part of the Vanjie phenomenon, speaking.on
Show People about how “‘disappointed [he] was to see
Vanjie go... it's hypnotising, the culture...”” (3): Drag
Race s still just one: example ‘of ‘queer subculture
surfacing ““in “dominant pbp culture through the

mainstreani’media;=:
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there is no-solut_r_o ]

As "S'uz.anna' ‘Walters - writes 1n Queer Popular Culture
L1terature Medra Film and Telev1s10n s “The complex1ty
and dlvers1ty of the gay and lesblan communlty_ _n_eeds to be
represented not promoted as s1mply heterosexuahty with' a
twist.. Whether or not th1s representa’uon has actually been
accompllshed remams an open questlon” (13) Perhaps one

Way 0 steer": :away from commodrflcatlon ds Can

acknowledgement of queer peoples h1stor1c and ongomg

cultural presence Ty

Mainstream fascination. with queer culture is
growing: As ‘it -_.d_oes_; 1 begin to. worry. about
representation b_eeo_r_ningfa; commodity. Becoming
associated with .'pa,ssin'g iconographies rather than a
long-established; _perr'nanently rooted cultire. If
queer culture exists in a kind of opposition to the
mainstreani; What happens: to. queer: subculture
when it grows in popularity within the dominant
straight hegemony” Wlthln dommant pop culture?




CHOSEN FAMILY

Speaking of RuPaul’s Drag Race, this
zine would be incomplete without the
inclusion of one of the show’s most key
sentiments stated by the titular host: “We as
gay people, we get to choose our family”
(17). Kath Weston's 1991 ethnography
provided insight into the ways in which
diverse urban queer people organized their
families of choice. “These relationships
legitimize the existence of gay and lesbian
people as family members and increase
available social support” (21).

The huge selection of iconography
offered by queer culture only amplifies

" further the ongoing presence of trans, gay,
and queer peoples in the world today. For
ueer people, popular signifiers are not

a means of personal and cultural
ification: but a means of survival. As

,.‘. I;ioned, in times of..ei')'ersecution, secret
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symbols were used tO express. queerness

1S1

while flying under the radar of oppressors.
Violets were exchanged between womg of
the 20th century to quietly indicate
lesbianism. The Hanky Code arose in 1960s
New York City leather bars for
predominantly gay men to safely identify
sexual partners (20). In the 1970s, the
Greek letter lambda was selected by the

Why V

Gay Activist Alliance as a signifier for
gayness; the letter symbolized uniﬁiil the
face of oppression (5). "
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Why V

Queer culture allows for powerful and
essential  collective identification. ~ Such
symbols are still used to recognize other queer
youth. To find a community. To escape the
fearsome possibility of becoming invisible
through embracing the identity of a collective
‘other.” As LGBT+ identities become more
widely acknowledged, the queer community
can find cultural belonging with relative
safety. But relative safety does not leave

k adequate room to thrive. Queer prosperity
~ comes with representation. Representation

nnately paired with the continued presence of
cultural signifiers. We can be seen when

( _Il;':ert Baker’s pride flag stands as a

ol of pride, joy, resilience, and proof of
queer culture’s use of symbols. But justglike
with any other flag, the pride banner waves as
a beacon: staking the ongoing sovereignty of
LGBT+ peoples. Recognized, symbolized, and
surviving on with immense beauty, We are
here, we are queer.




Angie is a third-year Film Production student at
York University, with a specialization in fiction
writing and direction. Outside of academia, Angie is
an essayist, a poet, an animator, and a podcaster.

Angie is a scholar of queer culture both past and
present. The zine which they have published in
Contingent Horizons titled “From Fabergé to The
Fab 5: Symbols of Contemporary Western Queer
Culture” came from a personal understanding of what
it means to be queer, and how it is so much more
than an individual identity. Fascinated by the ways in
which queerness is symbolized, Angie put together
their zine as a tip-of-the-iceberg peek into what
queer culture looks like in the 21st century. Queer
culture is electric, colourful, hypnotizing; the long
awaited amalgamation of hundreds of thousands of
stories, both tragic and joyful.

In the coming years, Angie aims to ease the weight
of life with films that make people laugh, cry, and
feel. They seek to tell unique stories in which their
voice is sharp and clear. Angie wants to make art
that is striking and beautiful, even in little ways.
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