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Just as anthropologists challenge 

the illusory desires that underpin technological and 

state fixes to political and ecological crisis, 

we are challenged to refuse a liberal settlement  

as the raison d’étre of sociocultural anthropology. 

— Ryan Cecil Jobson (2020)  
“The Case for Letting Anthropology Burn: Sociocultural Anthropology in 2019” 

American Anthropologist 122 (2), 267.



Contingent Horizons: The York University Student Journal of Anthropology
ISSN 2292-7514 (Print)

ISSN 2292-6739 (Online)
Legal Deposit: April 2022, Library and Archives Canada

ch.journals.yorku.ca

volume 6, issue 1 (2020)

Editorial collective 
Managing Editor Cameron Butler

Section Editor, Research Isabel Sobotkiewicz
Section Editor, Research Marion Lougheed
Section Editor, Reviews Isabella Chawrun

Section Editor, Creative Works Ana Speranza
Editorial Assistant Mikayla Hjorngaard

Production Editor (Journal Design and Composition) Kathe Gray

Faculty advisor Othon Alexandrakis

Cover photography Sydney Chapados
Interior images Laura Lucas, pp. 4, 8; Sydney Chapados, pp. 20–23

Published and generously supported by  
the Department of Anthropology at York University, Toronto

4700 Keele St., Toronto, ON, Canada M3J 1P3

about contingent horizons
Contingent Horizons is an annual open-access, peer-reviewed student journal 
published by the department of anthropology at York University, Toronto, Canada. 
The journal provides a platform for graduate and undergraduate students of 
anthropology to publish their outstanding scholarly work in a peer-reviewed 
academic forum. Contingent Horizons is run by a student editorial collective and 
is guided by an ethos of social justice, which informs its functioning, structure, 
and policies. Contingent Horizons’ website provides open-access to the journal’s 
published articles.

contact info:
contingenthorizons@yorku.ca

Attention: Contingent Horizons  
Department of Anthropology, 2054 Vari Hall 

4700 Keele St., Toronto, ON, Canada, M3J 1P3

Printed in Canada by York University Printing Services



v Acknowledgements

ARTICLES

1 Food, Diversity, and Cultural Identity | by laura lucas
How a Community Garden Supports New Immigrants and Refugees  

in Winnipeg, Canada

13 Upsetting Constructions of Safety | by sydney chapados
An Auto-Ethnography of a Suburb

27 Biological Body, Social Body, Political Body? | by mikayla hjorngaard 

Issues of Medicalization in North American Midwifery

33 Cradles of Life | by luiza ravalli 

Anthropological Perspectives on Early Life, Loss, and the Infant Incubator

BOOK REVIEW

41 Conservation in Colonial Context

A Review of Decolonizing Extinction by Juno Salazar Parreñas

by hilary hagar

INTERVIEW

45 In Conversation with Professor Zulfikar Hirji

with ellie neilsen and brian lofaso

Contingent Horizons Volume 6, Issue 1 (2020), ISSN 2292–7514, online ISSN 2292–6739. © 2020 by York University. All rights 
reserved.

CONTINGENT HORIZONS
The York University Student Journal of Anthropology

VOLUME 6, ISSUE 1 2020



v

The Contingent Horizons editorial collective would like to thank the Anthropology 
Department at York University for their generous support of the journal, includ-
ing the department chair Shubhra Guruani and the administrative staff, Colleen 

Robinson, Diana Baldassi, and Roshan Singh. Thank you to Tomasz Mrozewski for the 
support and troubleshooting with the Open Journal System (OJS). A special thanks to our 
faculty advisor, Othon Alexandrakis, who has supported the journal since its beginnings 
in his method fieldwork class of 2013 and continues to offer his guidance to the editorial 
collective. We are grateful to all the faculty and students in the department who enthusi-
astically support, promote, and contribute to the journal.

Each year the editorial collective is grateful to receive submissions from graduate and 
undergraduate students across Canada and the world. To our peer reviewers, thank you 
for contributing your expertise and time to the journal. A heartfelt thank you to Kathe 
Gray for continuing to offer her expert design skills to the journal and making the print 
issue a reality.

Thank you to all the authors whose work is published in this issue. The editorial pro-
cess and publication of this volume was significantly delayed by the COVID-19 pandemic 
as authors, reviewers, and ourselves as editors had to deal with the new global reality and 
challenges to continuing academic work. We are so grateful for the time and energy that 
the authors dedicated to this issue, and especially for their patience as we adjusted to 
conducting our editorial work remotely.

the contingent horizons editorial collective 2019–2020:
Cameron Butler, Managing Editor
Isabel Sobotkiewicz, Section Editor: Research
Marion Lougheed, Section Editor: Research
Isabella Chawrun, Section Editor: Reviews
Ana Speranza, Section Editor: Creative Works
Kathe Gray, Production Editor: Journal Design and Composition
Mikayla Hjorngaard, Editorial Assistant

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS




